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COMMONWEALTH
OF AUSTRALIA

1897 A convention of delegates from each State, except Victoria, 
meet to draw up a Federal Constitution.

1900 The Constitution had been agreed by all States, including 
Victoria.

1901 The Duke of York (later King George V) opened the First 
Federal Parliament in Melbourne on 1st.  May 1901.

The States continued to print and issue their own stamps, valid 
only within their State.

1902 First issue adopted for and valid in all States except Victoria: 
the Postage Due issue of 1902.

1911 Competition announced for designs for the new ‚Australia‘ 
stamps, closing date 31 May 1911.

1911 Mr. Blamire Young‘s submitted  design for Commonwealth 
of Australia adhesive stamps is chosen. After various 

‚Kangaroo Series‘.

1913 ‚Kangaroo Series‘ issued in 1st. January.

1913/14

1914/33 Surface printed George V Issues.

The Duke of Cornwall and York 
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

Australia', 2 d. value with six pointed star vignette inscribed 'Tasmania', 2½ d. value with 
Map of Australia vignette inscribed 'New South Wales', 2½ d. value with Crown and Coats 
of Arms inscribed 'New South Wales', 2½ d. value with Coats of Arms and Map of Australia 

(*) 1'000 (1'350)

at top 
and with  showing sheep, 
wheat and vignette of Edward VII's head on Map of Australia and, on reverse 

at top and 

sides and endorsed  with slight stain 
and notation on reverse . A rare pair. (*) 500 (675)

3581

3582

Competition Essays

3581

3582
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

top, numbered 42 in pencil on reverse with notation '(Des)ign for Commonwealth Postage 

5'000 (6'750)

3583

3583
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

gummed unwatermarked paper, perforated 12½, some minor thinning not apparent from the 

BW 3PP2A. Proof * 2'000 (2'700)

1913, Kangaroo, First Watermark

Gi = £ 10'000. 1/16 * 2'000 (2'700)

3584

3585

1913/35, The Kangaroo and King George V Heads

3585

3584
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

½ d. green, Die I, Plate 2, an unused corner block of eight from lower left corner of the 
sheet with , with some light creasing but with seven stamps unmounted og. 
Scarce and attractive multiple 1 4*/** 120 (160)

1912: Proof of the 1 d. Kangaroo, Die I, Imperforate, printed in dull carmine on thick 

2 Proof 4(*) 500 (675)

1 d. carmine, Die I, an unused corner block of eight (4 x 2) from upper right corner of 

on three others, with corresponding diagonal crease affecting most of the lower row and 

og. Scarce and attractive multiple. 2 var 4* 150 (205)

3586

3587

3588

3588

3587

3586
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

(BZ 2ia)
Gi = 

£ 6'400+. 2a var 4** 2'000 (2'700)

3w * 200 (270)

of the sheet, with , of excellent centering and colour, some hinge remants 
and minor gum bends unapparent on face, second stamp unmounted og. A rare multiple 

4 */** 300
3 d. olive, Die I, Plate 2, a superb unused block of four of excellent fresh colour, marginal 
from base of sheet with 

5 4*/** 300

3589

3590

3591

3592

35923589

35913590
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

 Gi = £ 1'200/BW 12da. 5ca * 300
Gi = £ 450 /

BW 12d. 5e * 150 (205)

4 d. orange, Die II, Plate 2, an unused block of four, marginal from base of sheet with 

 6 4*/** 500 (675)

of sheet, , of excellent appearance, minor crease, superb, large part og. 
with two stamps unmounted og.  8 */** 1'000 (1'350)

3593

3594

3595

3596
3596

3595

35943593
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

clear. A superb and rare multiple Gi = £ 950+/BW 17+17e.
9+ 9a 200 (270)

strip of three from lower right corner of the sheet, 

Gi = £ 5'500+/

9+ 9b */** 5'000 (6'750)
9 d. violet, Die II, Plate 2, an unused block of six (3 x 2), marginal from base of sheet with 

 
10 4*/** 750 (1'015)

3597

3598

3599

3599

3597

3598
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

stamp showing 

11 ** 750 (1'015)

large part og. Scarce BW 35ca. 12 var * 150 (205)

unused examples all handstamped 
og. Rare Gi = £ 1'600.

14s/16s spec * 300

1913/14, Engraved Issues

for reinforcement, gum with some blueing but scarce Gi = £ 300. 19 * 100 (135)

3600

3601

3602

3603

3603

36023601

3600
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

Gi = £ 300. 19 4** 100 (135)

1914/20, King Georg V Heads, Single Watermark

20 4* Offer

paper, 125 x 95 mm., being the original Die Proof, with slight ink smudge on front and 

21 Proof (*) 2'500 (3'375)

3604

3605

3606
3606

36053604
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

21 Proof 4(*) 200 (270)

BW 71Ycb. 21 var 200 (270)

superb og. Scarce 21c */** 150 (205)

3607

3608

3609

3609

3608

3607
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

48/49-54/55-60 right pane, with position 58 showing , second and third 
vertical rows all being Die II and position 60 showing outer frame at NE corner retouched. 

21cw+ 21dw 4*/** 300

interpanneau margin at right and 
BW11OA(2)

22a * 150 (205)

3610

3611

3611

3610
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

with 

22c 4* 200 (270)

superb og. with lower pair unmounted og. Scarce in a multiple Gi = £ 160+. 22w 4*/** 100 (135)

colour, stamps unmounted og. Scarce 
23b */** 300

3612

3613

3614

3614
3613

3612
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

24 */** 400

2½ d. indigo, Die II, Plate 1, an unused block twelve (6 x 2) marginal from top right of sheet, 
 Gi = £ 1'000+/BW 10. 25 4** 300

6 d. ultramarine, an unused block of twelve (6 x 2), marginal from base of sheet with 

splendid multiple 
26 4*/** 2'000 (2'700)

3615

3616

3617

1915, Kangaroo, Second Watermark

3617

3616

3615
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

27w ** 1'500 (2'025)

Gi = £ 700+/

29 * 5'000 (6'750)

Gi = £ 1'300. 30w * 500 (675)

3618

3619

3620

3619

3620

3618
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

lower left of sheet with 
unmounted og. Scarce and most attractive multiple 

35 4*/** 500 (675)

corner of sheet with , slight diagonal bend not affecting the monogram 
 35d * 250

corner of the sheet with , couple of blunted perfs. at top mentioned for 

36 * 250

the sheet with 
unmounted og. Rare

37 ** 500 (675)

corner of the sheet with , of fresh colour with minor bend in margin, some 
reinforcement, large part og. Rare 

37da * 400

3621

3622

3623

3624

3625

1915/27, Kangaroo, Third Watermark

36253624

36233622

3621
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

38b * 750 (1'015)

of sheet with BW 

39 * 300

bend but unmounted og. Scarce and most attractive 
39b 4* 150 (205)

40 4* 400

3626

3627

3628

3629

36293628

36273626
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

superb og. A scarce multiple 
40b 4* 200 (270)

40ba 4* 350

41 * 2'000 (2'700)

part og. Rare 
42a * 300

3630

3631

3632

3633

36333632

36313630
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

42cw * 300

well centred and of fresh colour and, but for one minor age spot, superb og. An exceptional 
and scarce multiple.BW 48xa. 43s spec 4* 1'250

43 * 2'000 (2'700)

Gi = £ 3'000. 44 * 1'000 (1'350)

Gi = £ 4'500. 45b * 1'500 (2'025)

3634

3635

3636

3637

3638

36383637

3636

3635

3634
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

Gi = £ 18'000. 45b 4*/** 7'500 (10'125)

3639

3639
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

lower right of sheet, with , of exceptional colour, superb and fresh, three 

og. A wonderful multiple 
47a 4** 500 (675)

natural gum bend, unmounted og. Scarce. 47a+ 47d 4** 150 (205)

1918, Multiple Crown over A Watermark 

Gi = £ 1'100+/BW 73(3)f. 49+ 49c 4*/** 300

 Gi = £ 400+. 50+ 50c 4*/** 200 (270)

3640

3641

3642

3643

1916, King Geaorg V Heads, Rough Unsurfaced Paper, Second Watermark

36433642

36413640
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

1 d. deep red, Die III, an unused block of six from lower right corner of sheet, with 
, centred to top with fresh colour, minor natural gum bends and large part 

reinforced og. Scarce and most unusual multiple 
53 var 4*/** 300

1918/20, Return to Single Watermark 

No lot

unmounted og. Scarce. 62a var ** 100 (135)

Cert RPS (1989) Gi = £ 565. 65b+ 65ba * 200 (270)

centred to left but of good rich colour, superb og. with most unmounted og. Gi = £ 800+. 66a 4*/** 200 (270)

3644

3645
3646

3647

3648

1918, Cooke Provisional Printing on War Savings Paper 

36483644

36473646
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

cert. Alberto Diena (1961). ** 3'500

Australia, the envelope endorsed in 

6 1'000 (1'350)

3649

3650M

1919/20, First Aerial Post

3650

3649
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

interpanneau margin, one with full A. J. MULLETT imprint, the other with full JOHN ASH 
imprint, each of good fresh colour, minor gum bends on one, superb og. or unmounted og. 73 4*/** 150 (205)

 Gi = £ 300+/BW 

74 * 200 (270)

margin with T. S. HARRISON imprint (not complete) perforated through, centred to left, 
 Gi = £ 1'300. 75 ** 300

1924, King Georg V Heads, Second Watermark 

unmounted og. Scarce 
80 4** 150 (205)

Gi = £ 200+. 84 4** 150 (205)

3651

3652

3653

3654

3655

1923/24, Kangaroo, Third Watermark

36553654

3653
3652

3651
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

large part og.
90 4*/** 150 (205)

 Gi = £ 400+. 95b 4** 150 (205)

100b 4** 150 (205)

104 4*/** 200 (270)

3656

3657

3658

3659

1926/30, Multiple Crown & A Watermark 

3659

3656

3658

3657
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

being sheet marginal, large part og. A rare and attractive set Gi = £ 5'000. 107/114 * 1'500 (2'025)

111 4*/** 1'000 (1'350)

3660

3661

1929/30, Kangaroo, Typographed by J Ash, Multiple Crown & A Watermark

3661

3660
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

to right, of excellent vibrant colour, with just one stamp with slight scuff on gum (from the 

multiple for the connoisseur Gi = £ 54'000. 114 4** 20'000 (27'000)

3662

3662
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

 Gi = £ 1'500. 114 400

1931/36, Kangaroo Watermark Crown C of A

The selection from 6 d. to £ 1 values, all in blocks of four, the 6 d. chestnut in an interpanneau 
imprint block of eight, 9 d. violet from top right of sheet, 2 s. maroon in imprint block of 

or unmounted og. Scarce group Gi = £ 5'300+. 132/137 4*/** 1'500 (2'025)

margin, with full JOHN ASH imprint perforated through, of excellent colour, trivial natural 
Gi = £ 1'300+. 137 ** 400

3663

3664

3665

3665

ex 3664

3663
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

interpanneau margin, with full JOHN ASH imprint perforated through, lower right hand 

138 * 4'000

Later Issues

corner marginal from top right of sheet, slight spot on third stamp on one perforation and 
Gi = £ 1'700. 143 4** 500 (675)

3666

3667

3667

3666
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

paper mounted in sunken card frame (97 x 81 mm.). Just eight Die Proofs were prepared for 

277 Proof (*) 500 (675)

1957 (Nov): Christmas 3½ d. red and 4 d. purple, Die Proofs on white wove paper, both 
mounted in sunken card frames (125 x 90 mm.), the 3½ d. with some aging within the frame 

298+ 299 
Proofs (*) 500 (675)

3668

3669

3669

3668
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

over NSW upright, perf 11½, 12, each overprinted SPECIMEN reading up or down in black, 
large part og. Scarce Gi = £ 350. D1s/D7s * 120 (160)

with central 'GPO Adelaide' cds (Oct 29, 1902) in black. A charming and scarce multiple 
Gi = £ 300. D8 4 150 (205)

in black, large part og. Scarce. D44s spec * 150 (205)
20 s. dull green, wmk. Crown over NSW upright, perf 11, a used example of good colour 

 
Gi = £ 2'250. D44 500 (675)

Gi = £ 300. D50w * 100 (135)
1906/08: 4 d. green, watermark Crown over A, perf. 11 all round, a fresh unused example 
with good colour and centering, minor gum bend, large part og. Rare Gi = £ 5'500. D52 * 1'500 (2'025)

of fresh colour, well centred and superb og. A superb example of a rare stamp Gi = £ 1'000. D60 * 300

3670

3671

3672

3673

3674

3675

3676

Postage Due Stamps 

36763675367436733672

3671

3670
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

1909/10: The set of eleven bicoloured from ½ d. to £ 1 complete, all pre-cancelled as sent 

D63/D73 5 300

unused block of four marginal from base of sheet with , of fresh vibrant 
Gi = £ 3'800+.

D87 4** 1'000 (1'350)

and choice multiple Gi = £ 1'500+. D110 4** 750 (1'015)

3677

3678

3679

36793678

3677
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

pane which was found to be defective. The printer working from the back of the sheet, then 
placed six stamps back on to the sheet and re-joined them to the sheet, little realising that 

a light 'Brisbane / Queensland' cds in black. At the time, this was the sole recorded inverted 

RPS (1979) Gi = £ 20'000. O128a 10'000 (13'500)

3680

3680
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

1946 (Oct 12)-1947: The set of seven values optd. at Hiroshima Printing Co., all seven 

og. Gi = £ 850+. J1/J7a 4* 250

mounted, superb og. A rare multiple. Cert. BPA (1957) Gi = £ 240+. J2a 4*/** 150 (205)

Gi = £ 1'200. J3a * 400

3681

3682

3683

3683

3682

3681


