THE CHACO WAR 1932 -1935

Background and History

The Chiac regon s ttangular shaped are of around 300000 squae Klometers situate between Bolivia ar Faraguay bounded by the
Pilcomayo River on the south-west, the Paraguay River o the east and the Bolivian Plateau on the north-west. It s a very inhospitable region
and, at the time of the war, was largely unpopulated apart from a few primitive Indians and a few small farming communities.
Mennonite Sect.

The ownrship o the Chaco region had always beenin dispute though in 1897 President Hayesofthe USA was responsibe for stablshing
the borders that were in effect before the start of the war. The origins of the Cha ly date from 1924 when Bolivia, a landlocked
country since the Pacific War of 1879-1883, discovered oil in the Tarija mgmn of their ummry ‘and wished to exploit the full economic benefits
by transporting it through the Chaco to the Paraguay River (navigable for ocean going vessels) and, eventually, out into the Atlantic. The first
skirmish actually took place in December 1928 and diplomatic relations were severed though the Conference on Concxhahm'\ and Arbitration

of the American Republics meeting in Washington quickly stepped in to arbitrate and a cease-fire and renewal of diplomatic relations was
o csaLEsha Ioyos oo e i mego il t e Bac el ouit s s eoucspd T 1562 onf ot &
ceasefire was declared on 14 June 1935.

At the outbreak Bolivia had some 100000 rained troops and an air force of around 50 planes Their miltary forces were generally well
equipped. Paraguay, on the other hand, had only around 5000 mosty llequipped troops and an almost non-exstent ar foce. The
id have was a sm: Paraguay River

The first major offensive was by the Bolivians who pushed deep into the Chaco region gaining a foothold on the Pilcomayo River. However,
the Paraguayans,under the leadership of ose Felx Estigaribia, hlied the ofensiveand slowly oves the following years, with many reversals
of fortune, " the Chaco and, i d part of Bolivia itself. It was a bloody conflict. Thousands on both sides also died from

‘malaria, dysentery and other dcases i Bl st the los of over 52,000 men plu 72,000 wounded of maimed n acin. On
the Paraguayan side over 36,000 died and some 49,000 were wounded or m:

Finally the Treaty o Buenos Aires on 21 uly 1938 acknowledged most ofthe Paraguayan dams and khreequarlels o e Canrenus
awarded to them. Bolivia

‘The Exhibit

Despite the numbers of troops involved and the three y period, covers from th

scen war-related covers are examples of handstamped mxlmry censors on civilian mails from the Bolivian side (Paraguay did not censor
civilian mails during the conflict). Many of the military covers that have survived show neither dates nor originations and it is therefore
impossible to follow the course of the war with its many losses and gains for both sides from a philatelic point-of-view. This exhibit is
thereore prescnted with material from the (wo apposin sides bein shown separaely and arranged by categorie rather than by date order
Historical and

‘The following categories are included in this exhibit

Bolivia Military Mail Frames 1-2
‘The Platanillos Provisional Frame 2
Censor Labels Frames 2-3
Censor Handstamps Frames 3-4
Military Telegraph Frame 4
teards Frame 4
“Timbre Patriotico' Stamps Frame 4
Paraguay Military Mail Frames 5-6
or Handstamps Frame 7
Propaganda Lnbels Frame 7
fennonite Frame 7
Prisoner of War Mail Mot e v Drscnersam ot s Frame §

Of particular note on the Bolivian side are rare 'forhn‘ maskings from Paioja and Saavedi, he famons Firs Avmy Corpe “canon” cance
rare airmail markings from the Northern Chaco plus examples of incoming mail to the Commander in Chief (Pefaranda). Four copies
ofthe are Flainllo provislonal tamp aze thiows including th Gyl recoeded sint copy along with the el ing)e and Aeule wanges on
cover. This was theonly wearrlated stamp issued by ither side throughout the duration o the conlic. The censr abels show incude the
s Koty i 4 Vi ol o e e e e S s D (e Th e e e st
stamps on cover are, so far, the only ones recorded.

On the Paraguayan side there s a fne array of Posta rare air base markings, patioic *lag” envlopes & rar feld hospital

ing, a cover from the Commander in Chief (Esti i b e e na oo oo by the Boy Scouts
organisstion in Asuncion e e et The small group of hanistamped consoc markings includes several scarce items
induding one from the 2nd Cavalry Division. Also shown are a range of the propaganda labels, both mint and on cover, that were issued by
the Foreign Civil Legion in g

Finally the Prisonr of War secton includes mai forwarded through the Urvguayan Legation,the Rotary Clubs (La Paz St n Argetina
and Asuncion) anc Cmss as wel.l as b other both to m prisoners on both sides of the conflict. Lnduded is a “hidden’
St pri ly 5 Savitblc T (o ot and v foem a Pocaguayee miltary oA




Bolivian Military Mail

SENORA
RAQUEL B. DE SAAVEDRA,

SANTA CRUZ.

1934 military cover to Santa Cruz with pair 15c¢ to pay the 30c airmail fee with small circular
‘CHACO BOLIVIANO/CORREQ AEREO' illustrated “airplane” cancel in black with circular
‘CORREO MILITAR/C-II-C-E cachet (Commander 3rd Army Corps) alongside. Straight line
‘CENSURADO in black on the reverse with manuscript date (21 Oct) and ‘CORREO MILITAR/
SANTA CRUZ arrival cancel

The “airplane” cancel is very uncommon

The 3rd Army Corps was active in the northern Chaco region in the latter part of 1934 so it is probably safe
to assume that this “airplane” cancel was used at one or more places in this area

CENSURADO
s




Bolivian Military Mail

Sefior Sof.

Luis Sesvedrs Suérez,

Puerto Sudrez.

1934 military cover to Puerto Suarez on the Brazilian border with block of four 5¢ to pay the
airmail fee (underpaid 10c) with two-line ‘Correo Militar Ingavi/CIILC.E” (3rd Army Corps)
cancel in violet with sl circular 'CHACO BOLIVIANO/ CORREO AEREQ ll.lusuated

“airplane”cachet in violetan SURAD
and circular‘CORREQ MILITAR/CLC.E' cacheton the revesse

‘The only recorded example of this two-line Ingavi marking

Ingavi was located in the north central Chaco region some 330 km south west of Puerto Suarez. It was
captured by Paraguayan forces on 8 June 1935 in what was to be the last major action of the Chaco War

CENSURADO




Bolivian Military Mail

1934 military cover to L! Paz wnﬂ\boxed ‘CORREOS/FORUN/PANTO]A’ cancel with 2 x 15¢
with‘CONTROL;, ‘Cmte.Bat.
MM 10’ dated censor (13 Mar) on the reverse

One of only two covers recorded with this ‘Fortin’ (small fort) cancel

Fortin Pantoj i Regiment
mnnnﬂnhtedmlmunyl?ﬁ‘ ing a flanking he south while trying to overcome the
Paraguayan stronghold at Nanawa




Bolivian Military Mail

Und: id 5¢) with
‘BATERIA CUELLAR M.M.10/1ER CUERPO DE E]‘ERCITO (lst Army Corps) illustrated

“cannon” cancels in green. 3-D style boxed ‘CENSURA / CMTEI DE BATERIAM.M.10/ CAMPANA
DEL CHACO' marking in the same colour on the reverse

‘The “cannon” cancel is very uncommon




Bolivian Military Mail

1933 military cover to Cochabamba with 5¢ and 25c to pay the 30c airmail fee with oval ‘GRAN
CHACO - VILLA MONTES' datestamp (2 May) in violet. Straight line ‘REVISADO MUNOZ'
censor handstamp on the reverse. The cover would have originated in or around Mufioz

- o the Bolivi

Capital of the Chaco. I was the Headquarters of the Commander in Chief General Kundt up until early

December 1933. Muioz was taken by the Paraguayans on 19 December 1933 on the eve of  short-lived
istice into effect on the 20 December. Hostilti January 1934




Bolivian Military Mail

1932 stampless military cover to La Paz with circular ‘REGIMIENTO ILLIMANI DE
INFANTERIA/ BOLIVIA' “crossed rifles” cachet. Arrival backstamp (31 Dec)

‘The only recorded example of mail from this Regiment



Bolivian Military Mail

ERANERS

Sefiores

ARRNGO HERKANGOS

1935 stampless military cover to La Paz with framed ‘FRANCA’ in violet and, on the reverse,
boxed ‘CENSURADO/VILLAZON ... 193.." with manscript date inserted (18 Apr) in the same
colour

This is the only recorded example of this Villazon ‘FRANCA’ marking

Villazon was located in the western Chaco region around 150 km north east of Villa Montes. It was
captured by Paraguayan forces on 17 August 1934 but was retaken by Bolivian forces on 11 November
1934, While in Paraguayan hands it was renamed *“Sargento Rodriguez”




Bolivian Military Mail

PAGADURIA DE QUERRA
SANTAGCRUZ
morzvia

Setior,

José Saavedra Sudres

1934 military cover with ‘Pagaduria de Guerra/Santa Cruz’ printed corner card (military
paymaster’s office) to Robore with block of six 5¢ to pay the 30c airmail fee with boxed ‘LAB
SANTA CRUZ (Lloyd Aereo Boliviano) datestamps. Boxed Santa Cruz ‘CENSURA' marking on
the reverse with oval ‘CORREOS MILITARES//3er C.E." (3rd Army Corps) arrival datestamp
(10 Dec) in red alongside
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Bolivian Military Mail

SESORA

JULIA V. DE PDNCE DE LEON

SUCRE
—_—

Undated military cover to Sucre with 5¢ on 1b and 25¢ on 40c to pay the 30c airmail fee with oval
‘Fortin Saavedra’ cancel. Unframed ‘C.1.CE/(CJENSURA’ (ist Army Corps) marking on the
reverse

Very few examples of this ‘Fortin’ cancel have been recorded on cover
Forti livig original Chaco demarkation i 75 ke riorth of

i ‘the original
the Pilcamayo River. It was taken by Paraguayan forces on 13 December 1933 so the above cover must dafe
from before this time

. SLEE

TENSURA




Bolivian Military Mail

EJERCITO NACIONAL
BATALLON DE TREN Ne. 1

BOLIVIA

1933 military cover to Cochabamba with printed ‘Batallon de Tren No.1’ corner card with 3 x 10c
to pay the 30c airmail fee with undated oval ‘Fortin Saavedra’ cancel with circular ‘BATALLON.
TREN No.1/1CE (1st Army Corps) cachetalongside. Unframed ‘C.1C.E./ CENSURA’ handstamp
with manuscript date (9 Jul) on the reverse

One of just two recorded examples of mail from this Batallion



Bolivian Military Mail

P
‘FORTIN/SAAVEDRA/CORREOS' cancel in violet with matching boxed ‘AEREO" al .
Oval ‘GRAN CHACO-VILLA MONTES' transit datestamp (6 Jun) on the reverse and Oruro
arrival cds (8 Jun). Readdressed to La Paz (10 Jun)

1933 military cover to Oruro with pair 5¢ and pair 10 to pay the 30c airmail fee with boxed
longside.

One of just two recorded examples of this boxed Fortin Saavedra marking and the only
recorded example of the ' AEREO’ marking

Fortin Saavedra was Bolivia's forward base in the Chaco. It became the headguarters for General Hans
Kundt after he took command of the Bolivian Army on 6 December 1932. It fell to Paraguayan forces just
uer oneyeur atr on 13 Decenter 1933 after whic it s renamed “Mayor Ramon Aualos Sacles”.
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Bolivian Military Mail

1934 military cover to La Paz with 2 x 15¢ to pay the 30c airmail fee with circular ‘CONTROL/
Servicio Aereo Postal’ cancel with oval ‘SUBADMINISTRACION DE CORREOS/ LCE' (Ist Army
Corps). Manuscript ‘Crmte.Bat. MM.10' dated censor (17 May) on the reverse and La Paz arrival
datestamp (29 May)



Bolivian Military Mail

LaPazwith2x ‘CORREO MILITAR/
ILCE (an Army Corps) with straight line ‘CENSURA’ marking alongside in violet with
manuscript date alongside (11 Apr)

At thic c - -
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Bolivian Military Mail

Undated

A M e G o
soldier’s correspondent) with serrated edge boxed ‘EJERCITO NACIONAL/PORTE FRANCO/
ENTRE RIOS BOLIVIA' marking in red

Entre Ric i i i
ipplis heading to Villa Montes in the Chaco Region

troops and




Bolivian Military Mail

Con K Gl

1935 unsealed mourning cover with 15¢ to pay foreign postage rate with circular ‘CORREO
MILITAR/La Paz’ cancel addressed to ‘Senor Don Atilio Pefia’ in Asuncion and endorsed ‘via
Buenos Aires’. Oval ‘CENSURA MILITAR/LA PAZ' datestamp (2 May) on the reverse with La
Quiaca (4 May) and Estacion Perico (5 May) Argentine transits (on the railway that ran from the
border to Tucuman) plus arrival cds alongside

An unusual example of direct mail contact between the Bolivian military and Paraguay

Atilio Peiia was a Paraguayan Minister Plenipotenciary




Bolivian Military Mail

1935 military cover from Villa Montes to Buenos Aires with 2 x 20c, one bisected, to pay the 30c

mail fee with oval CORREO MILITAR/ VILLA MONTES' datestamp (9 Nov) and boxed
“ADMINISTRACION/ PRINCIPAL DE/CORREOS/VILLA MONTES' marking alongside.
Straight line ‘CENSURA’ markings and boxed ‘CENSURA' on the reverse

The boxed Villa Montes marking is very uncommon

Although a ceasefire signifying the end of hostlities was declared at midday on 14 June 1935, military
activiies continued in and around the region for




Bolivian Military Mail

COMANDO SUPERIOR

CORRESPONDENCIA PRIVADA|

OR SBTE. DE S

MANUEL SUBIETA

ENTISTA DEL DESTACAMENTO DE PR1S|ONEROS

AE
BOLIVIACSUDAME BIOR

1935 cover to Cochabamba with printed ‘Comando Superior” corner card with 15¢ and 45c to
Ppay a 60c double airmail fee with boxed ‘Correo Militares de Bolivia/ COMANDO SUPERIOR
datestamp (14 Jan). Added coloured ‘LAB’ (Lloyd Aereo Boliviano) label with boxed ‘CORREO
AEREO/VILLA MONTES' and circular LAB Villa Montes office cachets both in blue. Boxed
‘Comando Superior/ CENSURADO)/ Sec. ... with handstamped date (14 Jan) on the reverse

This cover is addressed to a dentist for the detachment o prisoners (POW's) at Cochabamba. Three or four
imil iz i i ili ital No.6 also in Cochabamba

Comando “uperior




Bolivian Military Mail

1934

Yacuiba Villa Bella
(28 Dec) nnd boxed ‘PORTE PAGO mjﬂdng both in red with boxed ‘CORREO
AEREO/VILLA BELLA' Lloyd Aereo Boliviano ud\etlboi.nled a.hngﬂde Cucn!ax’]ehmn
Militar de la Frontiera Sud/ Yacuiba”
‘with manuscript date (1Apr)'bﬂﬂ\mvlu!etan¢heme!se

Yacuiba was 85 km south of Villa Monte the border with Argentina




Bolivian Military Mail

1934 stampless military cover to Tarija with oval ‘CORREOS MILITARES/3er. CE. (3rd Army
Corps) datestamp (8 Nov) and framed ‘CORREO AEREO/ROBORE' cachet both in red. Two-
line ‘Censura Militar./Robore, .. de ... 1934’ with manuscript date inserted on the reverse. The
airmail fee was probably paid in cash due to the unavailibility of stamps

‘This is the only recorded example of this Robore airmail cachet. Ex Goldschmidt

the Bolivic 1d reach

Roboreis in the northern Chaco region and was the s irbase
and dominate targets on the Paraguay River




Bolivian Military Mail

1933 stampless cover to the General Hospital in La Paz with, on the reverse, boxed INTENDENCIA
MILITAR/MUNOZ-BOLIVIA’ (Quartermaster Corps) marking in blue with ‘CENSURA/
Mufioz ... handstamp alongside also in blue with mansucript date (19 Oct). Oval ‘CORREQ
MILITAR/LA PAZ arrival datestamp (2 Nov) in red



Bolivian Military Mail

Undated military cover to Buenos Aires in Argentina with 5c on 1b and 25c to pay the 30c foreign
mail fee with circular ‘CM" cancels (Correo Militar) in violet and straight line ‘CENSURA’
markings with additional straight line ‘REVISIDO BALLIVAN' censor marking in black
alongside. Saladillo telegraph office and ‘GRAN CHACO/CARAPAR transit markings

Ballivan was located on the Pilcomayo River some 200 km south east of Villa Montes. It was captured by
Paraguayan forces on 17 November 1934




Bolivian Military Mail

REPUBLICA DE BOLIVIA
CORRESPONDENCIA MILITAR DEL CHACO

BA./'/MWL/’\"

BREO e sasctoencia

Seitor Don-Pablo..de Rada

el PBZ -

Muy apreciado amigo:

- ..En_la semana anterior le eseribf una extensa....
a‘rtg, remitida por el amable intermedio del Dr.
Torres Br ,.que viajé 8 esak Si aun no la

s //{c.?\._
CENTRO DE PROPAGANDA ¥ DEFENSA NACIONAL
ra 1A

W edtin 20 c[a
CeL e V2 7

S0LDADD e
= Direceion

ﬂ&w&—&g ez
SﬂLDA , ES TU HEREDAD. DEFIENDELG CON LA VOLUNTAD DE VENCER.

headed CORRESPONDENCIA MILITAR
DEL, CHACD and the lowes one CENTRO DE DROPAGANDA Y DEFENSA NACIONAL sed in
February and April 1934 respectively to send messages to the same addressee in La Paz



Bolivian Military Mail

* DEPARTANENTO DE LA PAZ
SUBPREFECIURA- D2~ LA~ PROVINGIA C ORRE O
SHCAS 1CeA

SENOR.

GENRRAL EN JEFE DEL RJERCITO EN CAMPATA.

1935 incoming cover with ‘Departamento de La Paz’ corner card seemingly used privately from
La Paz with added 20c for internal postage and 30c for airmail addressed to ‘Senor General en
Jefe del Ejercito en Campana. Gran Chaco’. Oval ‘CORREO MILITAR/TARIJA’ datestamp

(28 Mar) in red on the reverse




Bolivian Military Mail

1935 incoming cover from Cauquenes in Chile (15 Jun) addressed to ‘Al Sr. Comandante en Jefe
del Ejercito de Bolivia' in La Paz’ with La Paz arrival backstamp and boxed ‘Correos Militares de
Bolivia/ COMANDO SUPERIOR’ datestamp in blue (26 Jun). Forwarded to Villa Montes for
delivery with ‘'CORREO AEREO/VILLA MONTES' cachet and, on the reverse, Lloyd Aereo
Boliviano Villa Montes office cachet

This cover was mailed the day after the ceasefire on 14 June 1935




The Platanillos Provisional

Reading up Reading up Reading down Reading down
Mint with original gum Mint with original gum
The only recorded copy ‘The only recorded copy
Ex Goldsclmidt Ex Patino

With oval ‘Platanillos’ cancel ‘With oval VILLAMONTES (transit)
datestamp (7 Sept 1933)

During the Chaco campaign, the ordinary Bolivian soldier was able to send regular internal
‘mail without any charge. However postal fees were levied for supplementary services such as
registration and airmail. As regular mail could often mean delivery times of two to three weeks
or more, especially from some of the further reaches of the Chaco region, many soldiers used the
supplementary airmail service to speed up the delivery of their letters. The fee for the airmail
service was 30c per 10 grams

Sometime around early September 1933 in Platanillos, which was situated on the Bolivia side of
the effective demarcation line that existed at the start of the conflict in 1932, supplies of higher
value stamps for the airmail fee were running low and the acting postmaster decided to create
a provisional surcharged issue for use until further supplies could be obtained. He surcharged
some of his existing stocks of the 1928 5c green (Condor) with a four-line handstamp reading
‘HABILITADA/CORREO AEREO/30 CTS/PLATANILLOS' in a red colour ink. Surcharges are
known both reading up and reading down. There are no known multiples

This was the only provisional issue made by either side during the course of the conflict. The
exact numbers surcharged are not known but it is estimated that only around 20-25 copies are
still extant today. All known copies apart from the two exceptions shown above, are used



The Platanillos Provisional

1933 military cover from Platanillos to Estacion Vinto with the 30c on 5c Platanillos surcharge
(reading down) with oval ‘Platanillos’ cancel to pay the single 30c airmail fee. ‘CENSURA’
handstamp and Cochabamba transit cds (18 Sep) on the reverse

One of just two known usages on cover and the only recorded single franking
Ex Herskovitz
Platanillos fell to the Paraguayan forces on 6 November 1932. It was recaptured by the Bolivian forces on

13 December 1932 before falling, once again, into Paraguayan hands just over one year later on 7 January
1934, It was renamed *Teniente Acosta” by the Paraguayans




The Platanillos Provisional

1933 (1 Oct) military cover with sender’s details ‘Soldado Adolfo Ballivan S, / Platanillos’ on the
everse o Santa Cruz with two of the 30c on 5c Platanills sucharges (reading up) with ovel
CENSURA'

“Platanill
ha.nds!a.mp and light circular ‘SEGUNDO CUERPO EXERCITO' cachet on the reverse

One of just two known usages on cover and the only recorded double rate franking




Bolivian Censor Labels

283N 1935
1 LA U
..ﬁ

1935 (June) registered civilian letter from La Paz to Buenos Aires with Type 1A censor
label and boxed ‘CENSURA /MILITAR/No.57’ handstamp

Type 1A censor label has a thick and thin double lined frame (78 x 26 mm) with the wording in
seriffed type. ‘Militar' measures 25 mm in length

The Bolivian censor labels fall into five main ngroupings:

Group One (Type 1 the wording Revisado por ilitar’
in a double lined frame measuring about 78 x 25 mm. There are sub-types

Group Two (Type 2) are also printed in red and can be found perforate, rouletted or imperforate, dependant
on the sub-type, with the same wording but with ‘MILITAR’ in capitals in various different patterned
frames measuring about 71-76 x 18 mm. One sub-type lacks the word “ILITAR'. There are six recorded
Sub-types

Group Three (Type 3) are larger si printed i ing ‘EJERCITO
DE BOLIVIA'and ‘Abierto por Ia Censur’ in plain style frames measuring about 123 % 38 mm. Thereare
three recorded sub-types, two of which are sequentially numbered

Two other types of label are known to exist and these come under the Group Four and Five headings

All the recorded types and sub-types of the five different groups are shown in this exibit.
Many of these labels can b
at the most. The more seldom seen ones include Types 1A, 2C, ZE 2E 3B, 3C 4,5and 5A labEli




Bolivian Censor Labels

isado por la Censura,
NMilitar

SIATIVS U 19SINEC UUNVE A

1933 (25 Nov) bank cover imm Sama Cruz to New York with Type 1B censor label with circular
pl ‘(CORREO)/MILITAR

La Paz transit datestamp (11 Dec)

Type 1B censor label has a double lined frame (79 x 25 mm) and shows a sans-serif lettering style on
“Revisado por la Censura’ which measures 72 mm in length. ‘Militar’ measures 31 mm in length




Bolivian Censor Labels

1934 (4 Jan) civilian cover from Cochabamba to Arica in Chile with Type 1C censor label and
boxed La Paz‘CENSURA'’ handstamp. Arrival cds (12 Jan) and readdressed to Mollendo in Peru
(2Mar)

Type 1C censor label has a double lined frame (78 x 25 mm) and shows  sans-serif lettering style on
“Revisado por la Censura’ which measures 72. mm in length. ‘Militar” measures 25 mm in len




Semuel J.C. Brown, Auditor
¢/ Standard 0il Compeny =e=smwmmes
@

1934 (Sep) airmail cover from Santa Cruz to La Paz readdressed on arrival to Buenos Aires with
Type 1D censor label and oval La Paz‘CENSURA MILITAR' datestamp (18 Sep)

1935 (23 Nov) registered airmail cover from La Paz to Valparaiso with two Type 1D censor labels
with boxed ‘CENSURA MILITAR/No.57' and oval La Paz ‘CENSURA MILITAR' datestamp

Type 1D censor label has a double lined frame (78 25 mm) and shows a condensed lettering style with
“Revisado por la Censura’ measuring 62 mm in length and ‘Militar' measuring 22 mm in length



Bolivian Censor Labels

0w

£plh IS
"

1935 (13 Jun) cover from Oruro to Mendoza in Argentina with two Type 2A censor labels with
boxed Oruro ‘CENSURA MILITAR' handstamp. Buenos Aires transit cds (17 Jun) and arrival cds
(19 Jun)

Type 2A censor label can be found rouletted or imperforate and has a double lined frame (71 x 19 mm) with
arow of dots in-between



Bolivian Censor Labels

EEHE g s e S i e
RA’ handst darrival cd

@ May)

Type 2B censor label. can be found rouletted or i has a diamond pattern frame (71 x 18 mm)




Bolivian Censor Labels

e L 7
A AT

1934 (Nov) registered cover from Vinto to Ankara in Turkey with Type 2D censor label and oval
datestamp with arrival cds (9 Dec) alongside

Type2D label i ‘checkered’ pattern frame (72 x 19 mm)
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Bolivian Censor Labels

NQIOVN v1 30 0ONVE
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1933 (9 Dec) bank cover from Trinidad to New York with Type 2C censor label with boxed Oruro
‘CENSURA MILITAR’ handstamp

Type 2C censor label is perforated and has a ‘scalloped edge’ pattern frame (76 x 18 mm)




Bolivian Censor Labels

1934(1s&p)mmmm«ommgmmwzgmm1mm ‘oM
(Correo M in Bolivia by Lloyd Aereo Boliviano

Type2E has a distincti i i of ‘zig-zag’ and ‘dots and.
mwmmmm}




Bolivian Censor Labels

1933 (Mar) cover from a Bolivian POW in Paraguay to Villa Montes in Bolivia with two-line
‘CORRESPONDENCIA /DE PRISIONEROS' marking, and, on the reverse, Paraguayan boxed
‘CENSURADO’ handstamp with Bolivian circular ‘CM’ (Correo Militar) marking and with Type
2F censor label plus two additional boxed La Paz censor handstamps

Only three examples of this label have been recorded to date

Type 2F censor label. differs from other Type 2 labels in that it does ot contain the word ‘Militar". It s
imperforate and has a plain single line frame (75 x 20 mm)




Bolivian Censor Labels

1934 (2 Feb) cover from Oruro to Buenos Aires with Type 3A censor label (No. 13164) and boxed.
‘CENSURA MILITAR’ handstamp. Arrival datestamp (19 Feb)

Type 3A censor label is inscribed ‘Correo Militar/ABIERTO POR LA/CENSURA’ and is individually
numbered with a 5-digit sequence in a plain frame (123 x 38 mm)



1934 (Feb) cover from Oruro to Temperley in Argentina with Type 3A censor label and boxed.
Oruro ‘CENSURA MILITAR' handstamp. Arrival datestamp (15 Feb)

NO0554F " ABIERTO POR LA
CENSURA

P.F.Kruger, Admor.Gensral:
Cie. Salitrera inglo-Chilena,
Oficina "Maria Elenan,
Tocopilla,Chiles

1934 (25 May) cover from Llallagua to Tocopilla in Chile with Type 3B censor label with boxed
Oruro‘CENSURA MILITAR’ handstamp. Antofagasta (3 Jun) and Maria Elena (5 Jun) transits

Type 3B censor label is similar to Type 3A but is set in a different typeface and numbered with a 6-digit
sequence in a plain frame (123 x 36 mm). The ‘N of ‘No." is in a decorative seriffed typeface



Bolivian Censor Labels

7EJEI|7E ITI)_I;E ;l]VI /
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Rbierto por I} ensura Militar

1934 (18 Jan) cover from Cochabamba to Tarija with Type 3C censor label with unframed
Cochabamba ‘Censurado’ handstamp and circular ‘Ofic. de Censura Militar de Prensa e
Informaciones de Guerra”

This is the only example of this label recorded to date

Type 3C censor i inscribed “Abierto po Militerandis ot 1t has a plain double lined
frame (123 x 37 mm)




Bolivian Censor Labels

1933 (27 Aug) soldier’s cover from Villa Montes to Oruro with 30c franking to pay th2 airmail fee
cancelled by oval ‘GRAN CHACO - VILLA MONTES' datestamp . Type 4 Villamontes
‘CENSURADA /POLICIA MILITAR' label and Oruro arrival datestamps (28 Aug)

Only th \ples of this label a

e s A o 5
town in a specific year (Villamontes - 1933). It is printed in black with a plain frame in red (78 x 40 mm)




Bolivian Censor Labels

1934 (27 Dec) cover from the Treasury Dept. in Potosi to a soldier in the ‘Regimiento Cochabamba.
20 de Infanteria’ at Plana Mayor in the Chaco with oval Potosi ‘CORREO MILITAR/FRANCA ‘in
violet and number ‘8’ circular Potosi Rotary Club censor ID marking, Individually numbered
Type 5A'CENSURADO/ Rotary Club de Potost' label, oval Rotary Club censor datestamp and ID
‘handstamp plus boxed ‘CENSURA /MILITAR/No.2' handstamp

Type 5A Potosi Rotary Club censor label has a decorative ‘N'in ‘No.’ and 21 ornaments making up both
the top and bottom frame lines

[ TESORO DEPARTAMENTAL
FoTOSIBOLIVIA) R
» s

oy
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Bolivian Censor Labels

1934(3]11)mvuﬁom?omnfoTadjamthavlleu’CORRBOMllﬂAR/PRANCA‘inblug
d number ‘4

i Rotary Cly
‘CENSURADO/RMyGubngmmi’hbeLwﬂRahxyChbmdmmp ID handstamp
plus boxed ‘CENSURA/MILITAR/No.2’ handstamp and oval Tarija ‘CORREO MILITAR’
datestamp (7 Jul). Undelivered and readdressed back to Potosi.

Type 5B Potosi Rotary Club censor label has a plain seriffed ‘N'in ‘No.' and 22 ornaments making up
both the top and bottom frame lines

e



Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1935 military cover to Cordoba in Argentina with 15c to pay the foreign mail fee with boxed
HOSPITAL MILITAR/NARVAEZ - No. . Boxed ‘CENSURA HOSPITAL CALDERON DE
LA BARCA/NARVAEZ' with manuscript date inserted (4 Apr). Villazon and Juyuy (14 Apr)
transits and arrival cds (17 Apr)

This was Military Hospital No.8 and it was situated in Naroaez in the Trjia region. The hospital was
probably named afte he famos Spanish plapright, Pedro Calderos e I Baros (1600-1681)




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1934 cover to Washington DC, USA with 25¢ on 40c to pay the foreign mail rate with, on the
reverse, oval ‘SUBADMINISTRACION DE POSTES / BOLIVIA' datestamp (19 Dec) with boxed
‘CENSURA MILITAR / COMANDO SECTOR CARANDAITI' marking. A manuscript notation
on the reverse shows the sender to be from the 5th Regiment, Lanza, First Division Corps of
Cavalry, Bolivian Regular Army

Thesencet yie L Mrs. Dickerson.
Itseemsqmiehkglydu!LLchknsonwasaUS mumurysoldier

a it Ko tothe north Villa Monte

buewaolmlemrdTm,amanbcroffheBabmH:ghCamnmdﬂndmnfﬂukﬂda!thdﬂzpusd
President Salamanca in Noverember 1934

ub



Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1934 registered military cover to La Paz with 4 15c to pay 30c airmail fee and 30c registration fee
with, on the reverse, framed ‘CENSURADO/POLICIA MILITAR/BALLIVAN' marking in blue
with manuscript dated (4 Apr) and oval'GRAN CHACO - VILLA MONTES' datestamp (11 Apr)
alongside

=



Bolivian Censor Handstamps

lmwmmﬂmnmedmanldmm/DELA/POumMnm[mMMDNﬂS‘
sent registered to St. Maxime in France with 5 and 3 x 10c with ‘GRAN CHACO - VILLA

MONTES' oval datestamps (13 May). Unframed ‘CENSURADO/POR LA POLICIA MILITAR/

Villa Montes....de ... 193 .. P

(10 May) La May) and arrival cds (21 Jun)

ub



Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1935 stampless military cover to Calacoto (Pacajes
MILITAR “A MELIAN”/CENSURADO/CARLASO ...
‘manuscript date inserted (1 Jun)

with, on the reverse, boxed ‘HOSP.
. TARIJA’ handstamp in red with



Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1933 military cover from i 1b to pay 30c airmail fee with,
on the reverse, circular ‘POLICIA DE SEGURIDAD / PUERTO SUAREZ, BOLIVIA' cachet and.
straight line ‘CENSURADO’ (73 mm) marking both in red with L.A.B. (Lloyd Aereo Boliviano)
arrival cds alongside (21 Oct)

&



Bolivian Censor Handstamps
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Undated stampless cover to La Paz with oval ‘CORREQ MILITAR / ILCE. / BOLIVIA' marking
(2nd Army Ccrps) wlth Dn the reverse, boxed ‘CENSURADA / BTR-ACOMP 65" marking. A
to be from the 3rd Battery Accompaniment,

Second Army Corps, Gmup 8

A

A LD




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

2l

1934 (Dec) incoming cover from Peru to Potosi and 1935 (May) incoming cover from Chile to
La Paz both with oval CENSURA MILITAR/LA PAZ datestamps and with boxed ‘CENSURA/
MILITAR/No. 23" and ‘CENSURA /MILITAR/No.35' markings respectively
Yoaed I . i ; ;
e S

The
the mid 1934 period. A




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

%{MiﬁLITAR |

I N° B7. i

1935 (Jul) cover from La Paz to Santa Cruz with boxed ‘CENSURA/MILITAR/No.41’ and
‘CENSURA/MILITAR/No.55" markings plus 1935 (Jul) registered cover from La Paz to Monte
Caseros in Corrientes Province, Argentina with boxed ‘CENSURA/MILITAR/No.57 marking




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

5'\\ TADO MAYOR GENERAL

;-i:ENsURA

1934 registered civilian cover from La Paz to Buenos Aires with 35c franking to pay 25c foreign
mail rate and 10c registration fee with, on the reverse, boxed ‘ESTADO MAYOR GENERAL /
CENSURA / La Paz....... 193.." marking with manuscript date inserted (5 Apr)




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1535 civilian cover from Tupiza to La Paz with 15¢ to pay the internal surface mail rate with
O /B

circular‘COMISION DE RECLU OLIVIA’ JRADA’
marking (62 mm) with La Paz arriva cancel longside (2 Feb)

The ‘Comision de o




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1935 civilian cover to Los Angeles, USA with bisected 20c and bisected 25c¢ on 40c with oval

“Yacuiba’ cancel overpaying the basic foreign mail fee of 15c. Double oval JEFATURA DE LA
FRONTERA SUD/OFICINA DE CENSURA/ YACUIBA BOLIVIA' handstamp with manuscript
ide (6 Dec). i it cds (7 Dec)




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1934 (Apr) civilian cover from La Paz to Lond \d undated civili from P\lhuyo(llear

Uyuni) to Berlin both with large straight line ‘CENSURA’ handstamps, latter also with ci
“Intendencia de Policia/ PULACAYO' marking

Although = .urm'ler Handstamps, the La Paz marking is actually slightly larger measuring 90 mm in
ion used in Pulacay 3 mm less at 87 mm in length

A



Bolivian Censor Handstamps

1934 unfranked civilian cover from Uyuni to La Paz with boxed ‘T’ and ms. ‘180 gm - 30" due
marking with added pair 15c postage dues. Boxed ‘CENSURA/ESTADO MAYOR AUXILIAR/
Servicio de la Seccion II-A/No. del Censor .... UYUNI' handstamp in violet

Correct usages of the 1931 postage due stamps are extremely rare




Bolivian Censor Handstamps

boxed ‘CENSURA/ESTADO

o N : 5
MAYOR AUXILIAR/ Servic sion II-A/No. del Ce

e . Lo =
of Bolivia from the early 1934 period through to the post war period. These include Cochabamba, Oruro,
Sucre and Uyuni



Bolivian Military Telegraphs

VIA 3 p
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Ejército
SERVICIO DE COMUNICACIONES
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de Bolivia
CAMPANA DEL CHACO
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1934 (1 Jun) ‘Bjercito de Bolivia / Campafia del Chaco / RADIOGRAMA' telegraph form with a
message from the Ministry of War in La Paz to the Military Paymasters Office in Sucre. The form
was folded and closed with a portion of an official seal for delivery




Bolivian ‘Timbre Patriotico’ Stamps

3. gfminpBARVAN
CRSILER 55
A PAZ-BOLIV!

1932 cover sent locally in La Paz (9 Jul) with the franking including the ‘Timbre/ Patriotico/Un
Cvo. surcharge in red on an unissued lithographed 10c Ballivan portrait stamp from circa 1910
period

‘The only recorded usage of one of these ‘Timbre Patriotico’ surcharges on cover
1t s believed that these surcharges were produced very soon fter the commencement of hostilties so that

citizens could make voluntary contributions to the Chaco War effort. They were soon replaced with a more
permanent ‘Timbre Patriotico’ issue later the same year



Bolivian ‘Timbre Patriotico’ Stamps.

(5ol

&, <o 3 N
ZomP

SOCIEDAD ANGNIMA

TELEGRAMAS "CORECAUNAL'
Casitia 0F CoRRED N. 693

Sefior Doctor

Enrique Micl,x'al Funes
Ce

Calle Cuquisaca # 98 la paz

1932 cover with ‘Compania Recaudadora Nacional' printed corner card (tax collectors) sent
locally in La Paz (28 Oct) with the franking including a 5¢ carmine ‘Timbre/ Patriotico’ stamp

‘The only recorded usage of one of these 5c ‘Timbre Patriotico’ stamps on cover

These two 5¢ iotico’ stamps i i i
It i belived that these tto stamps remained in use for up to two years before being replaced




Bolivian Propaganda Postcards
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Posteards Nos. 23 and 49 from a series of 50 cards drawn by O. Rowland Luhle in 1933 showing
various war scenes both used, the former by a civilian from Oruro to La Paz (13 March 1935) and

from Santa Cruz to Spain with oval CORREO MILITAR/ 3er C.E. datestamp
(10 December 1934) Both cards have different size straight line‘CENSURA’ markings

Genuinely used examples of these postcards are rare



Bolivian Propaganda Markings

e

1934 (16 Nov) registered airmail cover from La Paz to New York with ‘EL CHACO BOREAL/IS
AND ALWAYS WILL BE BOLIVIA'S’ multilingual machine cancel

This marking remained in use for up to three years after the war

“Correo Aereo Via Arica’
‘with added Chilean stamps cancelled in Arica with, on the reverse, boxed ‘El Chaco Boreal/is and
always will be Bolivia's’ multilingual cac

1934 (1 Jun) airmail cover with La

This is the only iple of this

by



Paraguayan Military Mail

‘CORREOS/FORTIN ESTEROS'

Fortin Esteros was located on the Pilcomayo River at almost the mid point between Asuncion and Villa
Montes (a total distance of around 750 km) and some 170 km downstream from Ballivian. It was taken by
Paraguayan forces on 8 January 1934

P
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1934 personal letter (and thus subject to postage) sent to Asuncion from the Inspector of Military
Posts in the Chaco with 50c with ‘INSPECCION DE POSTAS MILITARES/CHACO' cancel.
Asuncion arrival backstamp (30 Sep)



Paraguayan Military Mail

1554 regstered cover to Asuncion with ‘CORRESPONDENCIA/DEL SOLDADO cachet with

ith’POSTA MILITAR No.22/
CUARTEL MAESTRE GRAL." (Quartermaster General) cmcel St:mght line ‘CENSURADO’
handstamp and a boxed cachet extolling people to pay their municipal taxes

These are the only recorded examples of this ‘Cuartel Maestre Gral.’ cancel

1/



Paraguayan Military Mail

1934 cover endorsed ‘SERVICIO OFICIAL' addressed to ‘Ministerio de Guerra y Marina’ in
Asuncion with circular ‘ESCUADRILLA DE CAZA No.1/EXPEDICION' cachet with ‘CORREO
MILITAR CENTRAL/CHACO’ cds (2 Jul) alongside

The ‘Escuadrilla de Caza No.1' (No. 1 Fighter Squadron) were the
fighter pilots known as “Los Indios" due to their “Indian archer”
it el I ; i

pecially formed to
receive the five Fiat fighter planes that arrived in Paraguay from
Argentina in April 1933. The squadron operated out of Isla Poi in
the Central Chaco region around 190 km west of Puerto Casado

1935 (12 Jun)
New cancelling devices were
made in the latter part of 1934



Paraguayan Military Mail

‘PM. No.1 PTO.CASADO/ “PM. No.2 KILOMETRO 145/ ‘REGIMIENTO PTO.CASADO/

PARAGUAY’ PARAGUAY’

1932 stampless cover to Asuncion originating from Villa Militar with ‘REGIMIENTO
PTO.CASADO/PARAGUAY’ cds (22 Nov) in blue. Asuncion arrival backstamp (24 Nov)

Villa Militar was around 45 km south west of Kilometro 145 which was the site of the railhead into the
Central Chaco region 145 km west of Puerto Cosado

No.3/ CORREOS/PARAGUAY’




Paraguayan Military Mail

‘PM. No.3 CASANILLOS/ ‘PM. No.4 POZO AZUL ‘PM. No.5 CPO.ESPERANZA /
PARAGUAY' PARAGUAY GUAY"

Casanillos, Pozo Azul and Esperanza are all located in the Central Chaco region between Kilometro 145 and Villa Militar

1933 stampless cover to Asuncion with circular ‘3* BRIGADA DE CABALLERIA/
COMANDANCIA’ cachet with ‘PM. No. 7 CHACO BOREAL/PARAGUAY’ (Posta Militar) cds
(26 May) and two-line ‘CENSURADO/ Sector Norte’ (Northern Chaco) handstamp



Paraguayan Military Mail

‘PM. No. 6 VILLA MILITAR/PARAGUAY' cds and
“EJERCITO EN EL CHACO/DIRECCION DE CORREOS MILITARES' cachet

1935 obsolete 2¢ lettercard sent registered to Aaumtmwldndded 1p to pay the registration fee
with ‘PM. No. 6 VILLA MILITAR/PARAGUAY' (Posta
cds (24 Mar) alongside

Villa Milita Isla Poi)
line from Dx:mMnlemmlﬁ{ﬁnnﬂbmﬁommﬂndnmhthce'ltmlamngwn}
down to Bogueron. It of of

(o



Paraguayan Military Mail
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EL CHACO ES Y SERA SIEMPRE PARASUAYO
R S T S S

e
CORRESPONDENCIA DEL SOLDADO

1933 special patriotic “flag” envelope inscibed ‘CORRESPONDENCIA DEL SOLDADO sent
registered to Asuncion with added 1p50 (fault) to seemingly overpay the 1p registration fee with
‘PM. No. 8 FORTIN FRANCIA/PARAGUAY’ (Posta Militar) cds (23 Oct) with circular'CORREQ
MILITAR EN CAMPANA - CHACO / DIRECCION' marking alongside plus manuscript
‘Certifcado 137’ endorsement

Fortin Francia ormerly the Bolivian Fotin Are) s oeted around 70 K south af Villa Militar. This
letter was mailed on the (23 October) that Esti entire forces into
@ major offensive against the Balxmn.s that became known as the ‘Battle of Zenteno. Wxﬂun o days the
troops from Fortin Francia were in action on the road to Zenteno which was situated some 25 Km. further
south of Fortin Francia




Paraguayan Military Mail

ino wi “s origination” (2nd Health
Corps) with ‘PM. No.9 TREBOL/ PARAGUAY' (Posta Militar) cds (20 Oct). Boxed ‘Estado Mayor
General/CENSURADO/ Asuncion-Paraguay’ handstamp on reverse with Asuncion arrival
datestamp (Nov) alongside

Trebol was situated about 15 km. north west of Villa Militar (Isla Poi)

1934 (12 Nov)

W2



Paraguayan Military Mail

‘PM. No.12 MAYOR L. DE FILIPPIS/ ‘POSTA MILITAR No.13/
CHACO" ‘COMANCHACO'

1935 stampless cover to Pilar with ‘PM. No.12 MAYOR L. DE FILIPPIS/ CHACO' (Posta Militar)
cds (18 Jun) in blue. Boxed Asuncion‘CENSURADO’ marking on the reverse with arrival datestamp
alongside (4 Jul)

Fortin Lopez de Pilippis was the renamed Bolivian Fortin Camacho which was taken by Paraguayn forces
on 8 January 1934. It is now known as Mariscal Estigarribia



Paraguayan Military Mail

e .

1935 stampless cover to Asuncion with primitive two-line ‘PM. No.13/ COMANCHACO’ (Posta
Militar) handstamp and small straight line ‘Il DIVISION DE INFANTERIA’ marking. Straight line

‘CENSURADO' and circular dated‘COMANDO DEL EJERCITO/EN EL CHACO/CENSURADO"
handstamp (6 Jun). Sender’s notation on the reverse ‘R.L 26 “Cerro Leon” Sector Casado’ with
Asuncion arrival datestamp (18 Jun) alongside

This primitive ‘Posta Militar’ marking is recorded used from May 1935 through to the end o

conflict. One can only assume it was a locally made replacement for the regular circular
stamp which must somehow have been lost or destroyed

The 26th Infantry Regiment *Cerro Leon” was attached to the Military HQ in the field



Paraguayan Military Mail

1934 Post Office envelope with ‘SERVICIO OFICIAL inscription addressed to Asuncion with
circular ‘EJERCITO EN EL CHACO/DIRECCION DE CORREOS MILITARES' cachet. Asuncion
arrival backstamp (9 Feb)

~
oS



Paraguayan Military Mail

1934 stampless cover to Asuncion with return address 'V Division en Chaco Boreal! with circular
’BASEAEREACONCEPC[ON/COMANDANOA cachet and crudeLIBRE CORREO/SOLDADO
CARTA' hand: ‘CENSURADO on
the reverse with mmusmpl date 2 Feb)

The only example of this ai
At the start of the conflct the had around a de iceable but basically obsol
aml#whmhmmuallynmmmrﬁmﬂulmmwwnm-_ymd Mwmmdtyammwzaf

ter cooled
fngma mbaﬂlyhmbadq‘xraibaﬂymﬂwﬁnuhwoﬂhlﬂm Maﬂnjthzﬁglmyhnamdadup
The fighter,

e biplanes (Fit) from Argentine




Paraguayan Military Mail

Undated stampless cover showing
diamond-shape boxed ‘INSPECCION DE AEROPISTAS/EN EL CHACO' (airstrip inspection)

sender’s origination from ‘Comanchaco’ to Asuncion with

‘Censurado’

One of just two recorded covers with this marking

o et ki Military Command.
a moveable entity

of course,



Paraguayan Military Mail

Umhud stampless cover to Asuncion with oval ‘HOSPITAL/PEDRO RODI’ marking with, on
the reverse, oval 'HOSPITAL /MESA ENTRADA /“PEDRO RODI"” and sender’s notation ‘sub.
of. Sdad.’ (health inspector)

One of with the

“Pedro Rodi” was a fild hospital located at Fortin Lopez de Filippis (formery Fortin Camacho) in the
central Chaco region, menmwdnﬂnlsthzubathmMajﬂzmeqammhﬂd
earlier in the war and decorated with the medal “Cruz del Defensor”

3%



folAstincion and

i ith circular ' AVIACION
MILITAR/ Direccion e Aviacion en Campana’ cachet plus ‘PTO. PINASCO' cds (16 May) and the
latter with small circular ‘BASE AEREA/PTO. PINASCO' cancel plus, on the reverse, ‘AVIACION
MILITAR BASE AEREA CAMPO GRANDE/COMANDANCIA’ cachet and Asuncion transit
datestamp (8 Apr)



Paraguayan Military Mail
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1934 stampless cover to Asuncion with circular ‘EJERCITO NACIONAL/ESTADO MAYOR IIT
CUERPO - 22 DPTO! (3rd Army Corps) cachet and large straight line‘CENSURADO” handstamp
(86 mm). Asuncion arrival backstamp (25 Sep)




Paraguayan Military Mail

Undated mmpless cover addressed to Asuncion with ‘ESCUADRON-I EENIAMIN ACEVAL/
GUERRILLEROS de la MUERTE’ cachet (“Guerillas of Death” squadron)

‘This is the only recorded example of this squadron cachet



Paraguayan Military Mail

DIRECTOR DEL DIARTIO.

ASUCION, PARAGUAY.

1932 stampless cover with a return address in Bahia Negra addressed to the director of the
newspaper “El Diario” in Asuncion with circular ‘CANONERO TACUARI/COMANDANCIA'

cachet with ‘PTO. GUARANTY' cds (3 Oct) alongside. Asuncion arrival backstamp (6 Oct)

Bahia Negra was an important port on the Paraguay River some 340 km north of Concepcion and Puerto
Guarani was located about 120 km south of Bahia Negra. The obtaining of an outlet on this river at Bahia
Negra or, preferably, at a more southerly point, was a non-negotiable condition consistently demanded by

Bolivia for any settlement of the Chaco question

“Canonero Tacuari’ (Gunboat Tacuari) was a small river steamer (around 18 meters in length) with a small

‘gun emplacement on top of the pilot’s cabin



Paraguayan Military Mail

1934 cover to Asuncion with manusmpt notation showing Conc on origination and date
DIVISION DE !NFANTER!A / COMANDANCIA’

cachet in red

‘This is the only recorded example of this particular First Infantry Division cachet



Paraguayan Military Mail

1934 cover to Asuncion with circular ‘HOSPITAL MILITAR S.BERNARDINO / Intendencia’
(Quartermaster) cachet with ‘CORREO SAN BERNARDINO’ cds (19 Jan) alongside. Asuncion
arrival backstamp (29 Jan)

‘This is the only recorded example of this San Bernardino Military Hospital cachet



Paraguayan Military Mail

Undated stampless cover with printed Regimiento N. de Caballera / ACA CARAYA' comer
n Eusebio Ayala, in Asuncio ‘REGIMIENTO
4°DE CABALLERIA ACA-( CARAYA cachet alongside

This is the only recorded example of this regimental envelope

“Aca-Caraya’ means “Monkey Head” and is derived from the peculiarly shaped brass helmets decorated
with monkey tails worn, originally, by all ranks. This was probably the most famous regiment in the
Paraguayan Army having been founded in 1858 as a personal bodyguard to President Francisco Solario
Lopez. During the Chaco War it was a part of the 2nd Cavalry Division




Paraguayan Military Mail

SERVICIO OFICIAL

Comando en Jefe del Ejército

R

Undated ‘SERVICIO OFICIAL envelope with ‘Comando en Jefe del Ejercito inscription addressed
to the Paraguayan President, Dr. Don Eusebio Ayala, with ‘EJERCITO NACIONAL/ Comando en
Jefe’ cachet and straight line ‘SECRETO’ markings on both the front and back

One of just two recorded covers with the ‘SECRETO’ marking

The Commander in Chiefof the Paraguayan Army throughout the whole Chaco campaign was General Jose
Felix Estigarribi i i ing the architect responsile f 2y’ ictory.
Estigarribia never let the Chaco region uniil after the ceasefire on 14 June 1935. President Ayala took office
on 15 August 1932 and remained in power throughout the duration of the remainder of the war




Paraguayan Military Mail

1932 ‘CORREO DEL SOLDADO" lettercard produced for the troops by the pharmaceutical

company, Bayer, promoting Clﬁnspmrma (a caffeine / aspirin based painkiller) sent from Fortin
Grimaely (6 Feb) to Germany with circular 'INTENDENCIA DE ETAPAS/ CONCEPCION-
NANAWA cachet 17 Feb), boxed ‘T’ 50’ signifying

arrival. ‘have been pai destined to foreign countries

Fortin Orihuela was located. almost midpoint on the “road” west from Concepeion to Nanzwa (a total
distance of around 220 km) in the south east Chaco region



Paraguayan Military Mail

Undated stampless patriotic cover with “flag” corner card with "ESTADO MAYOR GENERAL/

CORREO MILITAR’ cancel addressed to the editor of the newspaper ‘El Liberal’ in Asuncion
with “ASOCIACION DE BOY SCOUTS DEL PARAGUAY cachet and, on arrival, ‘EDITORIAL
EL LIBERAL' newspaper cachet

Less than five covers known with this ‘Boy Scout’ cachet

in Asuncion

hzlp fry i genzrnl ‘manpower shortages

of ilitary mail during the conflict to

18



Paraguayan Military Mail
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pl ot ith “flag” P i to San Jose (Obrero)
with boxed ‘EJERCITO NACIONAL/I DIVISIONDE INFANTERIA' datestamp (23 Apr) with
circular ‘I DIVISION DE INF” cachet alongside. Second strike on the reverse with straight line
‘CENSURADO' and circular ‘ESTADO MAYOR 1° DIVISION/1° Seccion’ cachet both alongside

CENST

CHACO PARAGUAYO




Paraguayan Military Mail
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1932 patriotic cover with “flag” across the top and a boxed Chaco statement at the lower left
showing, on the reverse, origination from Puerto Casado addressed to Buenos Aires with circular
‘EJERCITO NACIONAL/I CUERPO DE EJERCITO (1st Army Corps) cachet and added 1p50 to
pay the foreign mail fee with Asuncion cancel (9 Nov). Buenos Aires arrival backstamp (12 Nov)

Puerto Casado was on the eastern edge of the Chaco on the Paraguay River about 110 km north of Concepcion.
It was the seat of the First Division of the Paraguayan Army



Paraguayan Military Mail

ASUNCION
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1933 patriotic cover with “flag” across the top endorsed ‘Correo Militar’ and ‘Correspondencia
Soldado’ showing, on the reverse, an origination from the Second Infantry Division sent
registered to Buenos Aires with added 2p50in stamps to pay the 1p50 foreign mail fee and the 1p
registration fee. Small straight line ‘CENSURADO' marking with signature and date (5 Mar). The
stamps were cancelled in transit in Asuncion (12 Mar) and the registration label was endorsed
‘Militar’ in manuscript. Arrival backstamps (21 Mar)



Paraguayan Military Mail
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1932 special patriotic “flag” postcard pmduced for use by troops with several pre-printed

reads Estoy Bueno’ (Iam fine) and was
sent from ‘Chaco Paraguayo’ (2 Nov) to Bnenos Aires with circular ‘EJERCITO NACIONAL / T
Cuerpo de Ejercito’ cachet with added 1p50 to pay the foreign mail fee. Asuncion transit cds
(8 Nov) and Buenos Aires arrival backstamp (Nov)

messages on the include “Iam in hospital”, “Wounded - but T hope to
be discharged very soon”, “I have received your letter dated ......", “I have not received news
from you for a long time”, etc.

“Mo-cncuntzo-en-un-homiti-
Enfermo- | ¥-sigo mejorando-
SHerido- | Y-eapac. e dado.d.lta muy-pronts
He sido. cnvindo a 1a linen do- iapen—

(ot fechac




Paraguayan Military Mail

1934 stampless cover to Sapucay with circular ‘BATALLON DE ADMINISTRACION E
INTENDENCIA/ COMANDANCIA" cachet in red. Asuncion arrival backstamp (17 Sep)

One of just two recorded covers with this marking



Paraguayan Military Mail

935 stampless cover originally addressed to Rosario (Argentina) and readdressed to

wikh ‘DEPARTAMENTO DE MARINE-GRUPO DE MANDO/COMANDANCIA’ (Cammmd
Group) marking with straight line ‘CENSURADO’ handstamp alongside. Asuncion arrival
‘backstamp (9 Feb)

The er shows the sender to “Seccion Musico' (Military Band)

b4



Paraguayan Military Mail

1934 cover to Asuncion with boxed ‘R.A. L. GRAL. BRUGUEZ / CORRESPONDENCIA / DEL /
SOLDADO’ cachet with two unclear ‘DISTRICTO 5 PARAGUARI / PARAGUAY’ cds’s (12 Mar)
ide

Fortin General Bruguez was situated on the Pilcomayo Ricer around 130 Km west of Asuncion. The fortin
was left empty when the major offensive began against the Bolivians towards the end of 1933 (Battle o
Zanteno) but was re-garrisoned. in early 1934 amidst fears that Argentina would take advantage and
occipy the fortin as they had done with Fortin Sorpresa Vieja just over one month earlier

A total of 332 men including 27 officers were stationed at Fortin General Bruguez. Their equipment
consisted of four 105 mm houwitzers, eight 75 mm guns, 4 light machine guns, 4 small machine guns and.
296 rifles pius 13 trucks, 1 radio transmitter, 2 telephone exchanges, 6 fild telephones, 40 Krms. of cable,
30 axes, 20 picks, 20 shovels and 35 machetes |

¢



Paraguayan Military Mail

1932 (30 Dec) ingoing cover from Asuncion addressed to a ‘practicante’ (male nurse) of the Third
Batallion of the First Infantry Regiment “2 de Mayo” at Puerto Casado with 1p50 in postage to pay
for an internal letter

Apracticante’ would. 5
ailments and the like. Puerto Casado was, at

ic medi includi ing of wounds, minor
this date, the seat of the First Infantry Regiment



Paraguayan Censor Handstamps
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(86 mm) straight line ‘CENSURADO’ marking and circular ‘EJERCITO NACIONAL / T
DIVISION DE INF cachet

araguay
the course of the war

m



Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

Undated stampless patriotic envelope with “flag” across the top and with boxed Chaco statement
at lower left showing sender’s origination from Nanawa addressed to Asuncion with circ
‘COMANDANCIA DE ETAPAS/CENSURADO/CONCEPCION’ handstamp with three-line
‘INTERMEDIO/ COMANDO-ETAPAS/ CONCEPCION! (Intermediate Command Stage) marking
alongside with a further strike on the reverse

‘This is the only recorded example of this latter marking from Concepcion

Nanawa is some 220 km due west of Concepcion. It was made the seat of the Paraguayan defense forces in
Decerber 1932 when Bolivian troops pressed forward with repeated attacks in this area of the Chaco

INTERM
COMANDO -
CONCEPCION




Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

1933 stampless cover to ‘with two-line ‘CEN )/V DIVISION' ‘with
circular

‘EJERCITO NACIONAL ... DIVISION/ COMANDANCIA' cachet (with space to enter
the division number in manuscript) alor ngp'lde Sender’s details on the reverse show 'R1. 6
“Boqueron”” (6th Infanty Regiment “Boqueron”). Arrival backstamp (19 Apr)

Atiﬁaamt,msm:mber the “Boqueron” regiment consisted of some 1800 men and had its own.
artillery and mounted cavalry sections. Iiwmfumudbyﬂumoﬂh:zﬁkofﬂmgmxyuanymﬂm
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Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

ircular‘CENSURADO/D.C.2’ with “star”
‘handstamp (2nd Caval:yDMsiDn) ‘PM. No.6 VILLA MILITAR/ PARAGUAY’ (Posta Militar) cds
(30 Aug) on the face

One of vith thi




Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

less cover i dated ‘CENSURADO/COMANDANCIA MILITAR
DELA PLAZA/CAMP “CORONEL handstamp (14 Jun)
Onznfjmmucmdzdmvmmlhﬂdsmmmrkin;ﬁmmmhhryumpomeml
Jose E. Esti Chief of the
At his date in June 1954 Estigaribi ing his mai into rying to take Ballivian, the
i River, either by di However, Be

pmwdhoshwndummﬁumﬂlsldmmﬂNmbefnreBalIrmﬁmﬂylelmh
Paraguayan hands. It was renamed “Mayor Alberto Gardel”

lof



Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

1934 do Pa the ‘Legion Civil Extranjero’
(Foldgn(lvi.lhgm\)ummBlm\ooAhuwithaddedlpﬂ!ﬁotﬂmﬁomg\maﬂﬁeemﬂlboxed
‘CENSURADO/LC. DEE. hand notation ‘Htal.
Frontal LC.E. Chaco Paraguayo’ (Pmm Line Hospnzl) S "HERCITO NACIONAL/
1 Cuerpo de Ejercito’ 1 backstamp (2 Jan)

One of just four

[y 2



Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

1934 stampless cover to Asuncion with two-line ‘CENSURADO/ Sector Norte’ ‘handstamp with
manuscript ‘Censurado’ alongside. ‘C.MTAR. 3a.DIV. BNEGRA/PARAGUAY’ (Correo Militar)
cds (28 Dec) and Asuncion arrival backstamp (2 Jan)



Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

‘SEGUNDO CUERPO EJERCITO/ ‘V DIVISION/CORREOS CENSURA’
CENSURA"

1935 stampless cover from ‘Chaco Paraguayo to Asuncion with, on the reverse, boxed ‘Estado
Mayor General/CENSURADO) Asuncion - Paraguay’ handstamp with arrival machine cancel
(24Apr) alongside



Paraguayan Censor Handstamps

1934 two different boxed dated censor handstamps with the same wording ‘CENSURADO/
Comandancia del Ejto./en Campatia, the first with a ‘PM. No.1 PTO.CASADO’ (Posta Militar)
cds (27 Dec) to Asuncion and the second with sender’s endorsement ‘Rte.16, 1 Bat. 3a. Comp’ and,
on the face, circular ‘R.I. No.16- “MARISICAL LOPEZ” / COMANDANCIA' cachet



Paraguay Propaganda Labels

The four different designs with the slogans in Italian

er
fLeion Civi Extranjers 4o
Feraguer 1

English French

Foreign Nationals living in Paraguay formed an organisation called ‘Legion Civil Extranjera del
Paraguay’ which produced and distributed four differently designed perforated propaganda
labels each inscribed with vari P in fir i inorderto
show support for their adopted country during the Chaco War period

They were given out to be affixed to foreign mail and the idea was to use labels with slogans in
the language of the destination country



Paraguay Propaganda Labels

Hryenins sumpts. Un 2 by
e e

‘The majority of labels have the slogans in Spanish. A total of eight different slogans have been recorded




Paraguay Propaganda Labels

1934 (Jan) registered cover from Asuncion to Zurich in Switzerland with two different design
labels on the reverse both with the slogans in English



=" Alberto Schulze

Horqueta, Depto. Villa Concepcién

1933 (Dec) registered cover from Horqueta (Concepcion) to Colorado, USA with three different
design labels on the reverse with the slogans in Spanish and 1934 (May) registered cover also
from Horqueta to Chicago, USA with label on the reverse with the slogan in Italian



Monsieur BONNIVARD
13, Ingasse Daunay

PARIS ( ITTe

FRANCE

ANGEL BATTILANA

Azana 205
‘ASUNGION i

1933 (Nov) cover from Asuncion to Paris, France and 1934 (Mar) registered cover from Asuncion
to Sao Paulo, Brazil both with single labels with the slogans in French




Paraguay Propaganda Labels

1935 (Jan) cover from Encarnacion to Santa Cruz in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil addressed to
someore with a German name (Hedwig Kampf) with all fout different dzsign labels with the
slogans in German

This js the only recorded covr with all four Iabel designs physically t:-d to the envelope



Mennonite Colony in the Paraguayan Central Chaco Region

1933 registered civilian cover from Colonia Fernheim in the Central Chaco region to Munich in
Germany wi ing to pay 2p5i anda2p i istration label
with ipt‘Col. Fernheim' inserted, i it (3 Oct) and arrival (28 O

P, % .474&/’ . Tdot ~ Flrrerseo
?Zf;f;/ Lt Soyihitirrs e

Colonia Fernheim was a Mennonite Colony founded in the Paraguayan Central Chaco region
(approximately 32 Km. north-west of Isla Poi - Villa Militar) on 1st July 1930 with the blessing of the
Paraguayan government. The Colonists were mainly German refugees from the Soviet Union. The Colon:
was ot evacuated during the course of the war and it became an important source of food and help to the
Paraguayan army which was outposted around them for for both protection of the Colonists and for the
‘general sirategic importance of the area which was fairly close to the end of the Paraguayan railhead from
Puerto Casado’i aco region. The C 2 d equally for the i

of both sides during the conflict




Prisoner of War Mail
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WDENGIA DE PRISIONEROS DE GUERRA

See, §.kle.

Mail to Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

1932 stampless cover from La Paz with straight line ‘CORRESPON‘DENCIA DE PRISONEROS
DE GUERRA' addressed to a Bolivian POW in Asuncion

Uruguayan Legation with a large circular cachet and mamlscnpt nokahon No. 119/ 537
alongside suggesting that it was letter number 119 from the year 193

‘This is one of just two recorded POW covers with actual evidence that they were forwarded
through the offices of the Uruguayan Legation

The following is an extract from a report by the International Committee of the Red Cross following a visit
by a Mission to Bolivia and Paraguay in the mid-1933 period

iing their mission to Bolivia and Pas the ICRC.
a prisoner-of-uwar information agency as the Uruguayan government had already established one in 1932.
In cooperation with the Rotary Clubs afAsuncufn and La Paz, the Uruguayan agency had taken charge of
forwarding the prisoners’ mail o their families.”



Prisoner of War Mail

Mail to Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

1932 stampless cover from Cochabamba (9 Nov) with circular ‘PRO-SOLDADO’ cachet to a
Bolivian POW addressed through the ofice of the Rotary Club in La Paz with La Paz arival
backstamp (12 Nov). The Rotary Clubin La bin Salta i
neigbouring neutral Argentina who, in turn, forwarded it the the Rotary Club in e
eventual delivery to the addressee. All three branches of the Rotary Club applied their cachets to
the cover

This is the only recorded dated cover that was sent by this Rotary Club routing from Bolivia to
Paraguay



Prisoner of War Mail

Mail to Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

ia Bustillo,
UNCIA' (censor) handstamp i e ey ‘pricionero
y erido’ (prisoner and wounded). Asuncion arrival backstamp (10 Dec)

Following the visi it Red Cross (ICRC),

Government avgznud the repatriation, on 23 [uly 1933, of 26 wounded or sick Balivian POW's. A few
weeks later, on 22 August 1933, the Bolivians reciprocated and 14 sick and wounded Paraguayan POW's
were likewise repatriated.

On a second visit at the end of 1934 the ICRC obtair pricipal from both

mmwmmsmuhwmwudnmdwadnpahm(m toakphumMay
1935 incloving 135 Bolivian and 22 Paraguayan POW's




Prisoner of War Mail
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Mail to Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

Undated stampless cover from Sucre with large circular ‘Prefectura y Comandancia General del
Departamento de Chuquisaca/SUCRE’ (censor) cachet addressed to a Bolivian POW from the
Perez 3rd Infantry Regiment in Asuncion and readdressed on arrival to Villa Hayes

The Perez 3rd Infantry Regiment was a part of the 1st Army Corps whose Headquarteres were in Sucre

Contemporary photograph showing Bolivian POW's at Villa Hayes




Prisoner of War Mail
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Mail to Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

1932 stampless registered cover to a Bolivian POW at Villa Hayes in Paraguay with oval ‘Ferrocarril
Villazon Atocha/ESTACION ARENALES' datestamp (26 Nov) with a handdrawn registration
etiquette alongside. Routed via Buenos Aires (3 Dec)

The Atocha to Villazon (on border wi ilway marking is very

jor group of Bolivian POW s i
of Baqum on 29 September 1932. After a very fierce onsla-ugh! butmg some 20 days me Ealxmnn
commander, Lt.-Col. Marzana Oroza, p froops to der in
Chid,Lt-Col. Etigaribia. The Enlmmns had run out offood, e and bt sl
conditions. This had been by the 1d be justly proud. Most

of these Bolivian prisoners were subsequently interned at Villa Hayes in Paraguay




Prisoner of War Mail
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Mail to Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

1932 stampless cover from Oruro with circular ‘LIGA FILIA/ORURQ' (Affiliate League) cachat
with ‘CORREOS DE ORURO/INTERVENCION' (official inspection) marking addressed to a
Bolivian Sargeant POW in Asuncion. Sent via Argentina with Buenos Aires transit (9 Nov) and
Asuncion arrival (13 Nov) datestamps on the reverse

‘This is the only recorded example of this Oruro “official inspection’ postal marking

The ‘Liga Filialorganised the foruwarding of mail to Bolivian POW's from the Oruro area




Prisoner of War Mail

‘Mail from Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

1934 stampless cover from a Bolivian Sargeant in a POW camp in Paraguari with boxed
Paraguayan ‘OFICINA de Informes sobre/ prisioneros/ CENSURADO' handstamp and, on the
reverse, POW Offce cachet adressed to La baz with oval CORREO MILITAR. arteal datestamp
(15 Feb) and boxed La Paz ‘CENSURA’ handstamp alongside

4



Prisoner of War Mail

Mail from Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

Undated stampless cover to Viacho in Bolivia with boxed Paraguayan ‘OFICINA de Informes
/Pﬂmnnms/CENSURADOflundafampm ‘violet with, on the reverse, a boxed ‘EJERCITO
cachet

DE BOLIVIA' censor handstamp and circular ‘ESTADO MAYOR GENERAL'
The i nd b Chaco claim
printed on th p ling the whole Chaco insi

2o



Prisoner of War Mail

Mail from Bolivian Prisoners in Paraguay

i line‘CORRESPONDENCIA/ de PRISIONEROS'
and cireular‘ESTADO MAYOR GENERAL/CORREO MILITAR' markings with POW.
Office cachet alongside addressed to La Paz. Boxed Paraguayan ‘CENSURADO’ handstamp on
the with Villazon (Bolivia) transit cds (7 Feb), added ‘Revisido por la Censura’ Type 2F
censor label and boxed La istration d: \p (11 Feb)all alongsi

‘The only recorded registered cover from a Bolivian POW

12
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Undated letter from a Bolivian POW in Paraguay with a hidden message originally written in an
invisible ink (probably lemon juice) on the inside of the envelope. The message, amongst other
things, demounces a fellow prisoner as a collaborator with the enemy: The contents have been
noted by the Bolivian authorities with a circular‘ESTADO MAYOR GENERAL' cachet in red.



Prisoner of War Mail
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Mail to Paraguayan Prisoners in Bolivia

Undated stampless ‘CRUZ ROJA PARAGUAYA' envelope incorporating a ‘PORTE FRANCO'
inscription under a “Red Cross” addressed to a Paraguayan POW in Bolivia. Paraguayan boxed
‘CENSURADO' handstamp and, on the reverse, both Paraguayan and Bolivian POW Office
cachets. Boxed Bolivian La Paz POW Office ‘REVISADO POR LA CENSURA' handstamp

This is the only recorded example of this Red Cross envelope used for POW mail




Prisoner of War Mail

Mail to Paraguayan Prisoners in Bolivia

1933 (7 Jul) stampless cover from Santa Rosa de las Misiones addressed to a Paraguayan POW in
Quime in Bolivia through the offices of the Rotary Club in Asuncion. Paraguayan boxed
‘CENSURADO' handstamp and both Paraguayan and Bolivian POW Office cachets all on the
reverse. Boxed Bolivian La Paz POW Office ‘REVISADO POR LA CENSURA” handstamp

Santa Rosa was a small agricultural town in the south of Paraguay in the Misiones District

‘Paraguayan POW'sin Bolivia during the Chaco War was located at Quime
in Inqutsumvma: Quirte was just over 100 ks due north of Oruro

& e 24 ;
internal frankings and it must assumed that the “free franking” information was not that widely known
amongst the populace

loy



Prisoner of War Mail
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Mail to Paraguayan Prisoners in Bolivia

1933 ul dlressed 19
mwmmmmnuhmmmughmmmofmwaubmmmrmmbmd

‘handstamp and and Bolivian POW Office cachets all on the
mmBoudBovanthPOWOﬁu’RBVBADOPORLACENWRAhmmp




Prisoner of War Mail

Mail from Paraguayan Prisoners in Bolivia

: bt e

OW Of -ircular ' DESTACAMENTO de PRISIONEROS
de GUERRA/QUIME' with manuscript ‘Censurado’ and initials alongside plus boxed La Paz
“CENSURA’ handstamp. Paraguayan POW Office cachet and boxed ‘CENSURADO” handstamp.
applied on arrival

126



Prisoner of War Mail

Mail from Paraguayan Prisoners in Bolivia

Undated stampless cover written from ‘Destacamento de Prisionero No. 12, La Paz’ to Villa Rica
in Paraguay with Bolivian ‘CENSURA/CORRESPONDENCIA DE/PRISIONEROS' handstamp
and straight line’'CORRESPONDENCIA DE PRISIONEROS DE GUERRA’ marking

Covers from Paraguayan POW’s in Bolivia are, by far, the scarcest catalogory of POW mail

Bk ¢ e : —
The final agreement for the release of all prisoners was not signed until 21 January 1936 at the same time
diplomatic relations were renexwed. This was over seven months after the 14 June 1935 cease fire

Numbers vary depending upon the source but Bolivia repatritated around 2,500 prisoners and Paraguay
repatiated over 17,000, Many POWsdiedin captioity mosty of wounds sustained i btte or of their
weakened condition at the time of their
their captors




Prisoner of War Mail
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Mail from a Paraguayan Military Prison

1935 stampless cover to Asuncion with ‘ACANTONAMIENTO MILITAR DE .../ EMBOSCADA
-COMANDANCIA' (military camp for draft dodgers) with oval ‘PENITENCIARIA/ CORREOS /
PARAGUAY’ marking alongside. Arrival backstamp (29 Jul)

‘This is the only recorded example of this ‘Penitenciaria’ cancel

=
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The Disputed Territory

Contemporary map prepared for the 1935 edition of the South American Handbook showing the
disputed Chaco territory between Bolivia and Paraguay in white

The dotted line diagonally across the centre of the Chaco is the arbitary dividing line of the
annulled 1897 Hayes Treaty. The small section at the bottom is ihe part that was under
Paraguayan control at the outbreak of the conflict
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OUTLINE MAP

OF THE CHACO
Showing the positions occupied by +he
Paraguayan and Bolivian armies at
the beginning of the Ghaco War

+ Paraguaya o
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