










Red-Brown (shades) on blued paper.

Corresponding Perkins Bacon printings of
• Chile 5 Centavos 
• Cape of Good Hope One Penny 
• Great Britatin One Penny
The inks used by Perkins Bacon for the Chile “Colon” issues, and the Cape Triangular 1d. and 4d. are the 
same as those used for the Great Britain 1d. and 2d. adhesives printed during 1853-1855. The paper was 
most likely the same, supplied from Rush Mills, Northamptonshire.

The original paper for the three countries was greyish white, but as a result of the chemical reaction between 
the paper and the inks used by Perkins Bacon, a bluish discolouration was typical. Depending how intense 
the chemical reaction was, the paper became more or less blued. When using the recess printing method it 
is necessary to moisten the paper before printing. The moisture dissolves the potassium cyanide and colors 
the paper to blueish. None of the printing inks used by chilean printers contained potassium cyanide.

We do not recall having seen a collection demonstrating this comparison between the contemporary Chile, 
Great Britain and Cape of Good Hope issues before.
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