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WESTERN AUSTRALIA
1826 Military post to avert a threatened French occupation.

1829 First settlers founded Fremantle and Perth.

1831 The Swan River Settlement proclaimed the Colony of Western 
Australia.

1835
in Western Australia.

1854

mail was compulsory.

1854
design with altered frames and value tablets in settings of 60 

1857
stamps.

1860

1861

1864/65

1893/85 Provisional surcharged ½d. and 1d. stamps.

The Town of Fremantle ca. 1835
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

struck with glorious strike of framed PAID / AUSTRALIND handstamp with manuscript 

below. Reverse with straight line SHIP LETTER in black and rated '8' pence on receipt for a 

with this rare cancellation. A gem.

6 750 (1'015)

3501

Stampless Mail

3501
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

1854: Reprinted Die Proofs (2) the stamp design with voided corners, each on thin white 
wove paper, struck in black and in green. Scarce. 1 Proofs (*) 150 (205)

1 d. black, an unused example with just clear margins all round, without gum, rare 
nevertheless Gi = £ 1'400. 1 (*) 250

black. Scarce and attractive stamp Gi = £ 275.
1 100 (135)

Gi = £ 275.
1 150 (205)

1 d. black, rouletted 7½ to 14, an unused example, minor thin spot at left but with small 

Gi = £ 4'000. 2 * 1'500 (2'025)

Gi = £ 700. 2 200 (270)

3502

3503

3504

3505

3506

3507

1854, One Penny Black, Recess-printed by Perkins Bacon

35073506

350535043503

3502
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

Gi = £ 750. 3 (*) 250

 
Gi = £ 1'500+. 3 4(*) 750 (1'015)

cancelled in black. Cert. RPSL (1953) Gi = £ 400. 3 200 (270)

3508

3509

3510

1854/55, Litho-printings by H. Samson (later A. Hillman)

3510

3509

3508
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

4 d. pale blue, a used vertical strip of three, (Group C), positions 14/34/54, with clear to 

faults a rare vertical multiple and most attractive Gi = £ 600. 3 250

Gi = £ 450. 3a (*) 200 (270)

round and small portions of adjoining stamps at base, in a deep resonant shade, (Group A), 
positions 141-144/161-164/181-184, and thus an important plating multiple as position 141 

rare and important multiple Gi = £ 4'500. 3b 4*/** 3'000

3511

3512

3513

3513

3512

3511
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

Gi = £ 850. 3b 250

4 d. slate-blue, an unused example with ample to large margins all round in this resonant 
Gi = £ 4'000. 3c * 1'000 (1'350)

4 d. slate-blue, a superb unused example with large to huge margins all round in this resonant 

rare Gi = £ 4'000.
 3c (*) 1'500 (2'025)

3514

3515

3516

3516

3515

3514
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The Western Australia ‘Inverted Swan’

The discovery

in a monochrome stamp printed in a single operation: “….I had not seen it before, nor do I understand how such a reversal of 
the Swan could have occurred.”

‘Inverted Frame’ rather than ‘Inverted Swan’

issue that had been supplied from Great Britain. Then for these 60 sheet positions on a transfer stone, all the frames with 

notice the error of transferring the frame on one stamp upside-down. This stone with 60 stamp images was then transferred 

The ex-Ferrary ‘Inverted Swan’

1923, the stamp dealer Tom Allen bought the item for his client E.H. Collins. With a bid of 62,000 francs Allen thus outbid 
Theodore Champion, who had retired after bidding 61,500 francs. When the E.H. Collins collection was on sale at Plumridge’s 

Theodore Champion.

Sources:
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

the stamp best viewed under ultra-violet light and perhaps a vertical bend, otherwise this 

this error is included with the lot and more infomation is to be found in L. N. and M. 

of this error are recorded of which 6 are in Museum collections, including one (ex Duveen) 

 
Gi = £ 140'000.

3h 100'000 (135'000)

3517

3517
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

some burr rubs of colour outside the frame Gi = £ 3'000. 3i (*) 800 (1'080)
4 d. pale blue, a superb unused example, of good colour and with large even margins all 

Gi = £ 2'750. 3m (*) 800 (1'080)

4 d. pale blue, a superb unused block of four, of good colour and large even margins all 
round, (Group C / D), positions 95-96/115-116, with position 116 showing the Transfer 

Gi = £ 3'875+. 3n+ 3 4* 1'500 (2'025)

Gi = £ 2'825+.
3q+ 3 4 1'000 (1'350)

Gi = £ 1'500. 3s 400

without gum, a marvellous pair Gi = £ 6'500+. 3t+ 3u (*) 2'500 (3'375)

3518

3519

3520

3521

3522

3523

3523

352235193518

35213520
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

4 var 300

lot 256. Rare. Certs. RPSV, BPA (1987) Gi = unlisted. 4 var 500 (675)
1 s. deep red-brown, a used example of good colour with large margins all round, with 

black Gi = £ 1'100.

4a 250

Gi = £ 650. 4b (*) 250

Gi = £ 375. 4b 120 (160)

Gi = £ 475. 4c var * 220

Gi = £ 950+. 4c (*) 350

3524

3525

3526

3527

3528

3529

3530

3530

352935283527

352635253524
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

of good colour and somewhat erratic rouletting, (Group C / D), positions 155-156, with 

(1985) Gi = £ 7'500.
5 (*) 1'750 (2'365)

4 d. slate-blue, pin-perforated on all four sides, a splendid used example of excellent centering 

rare stamp. Cert. RPSL (1969) Gi = unpriced. 5 var 1'000 (1'350)

1857/59, Litho-printings by A. Hillman

RPS (1970) Gi = £ 550. 15 200 (270)

stamp Gi = £ 2'250.
17 750 (1'015)

stamp Gi = £ 650. 18 200 (270)

Gi = £ 9'000.
19 (*) 2'500 (3'375)

Gi = £ 1'300.

22 5 400

3531

3532

3533

3534

3535

3536

3537

1855, Rouletted 7½ to 14

3537
3536

353535343533

35323531



223 Corinphila Auction · 31 May 2018 187

 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

2 d. pale orange, a single example with good margins all round but for slight inclusion at 

24 6 300

block of four with lines of watermark, positions 1-2/11-12, with large margins all round, of 
Gi = £ 560+.

25 4(*) 150 (205)

4 d. blue, imperforate, wmk. Swan upright, an unused example, marginal from right of sheet 

tablets. Scarce and unusual stamp. Cert BPA (1966) Gi = £ 325+. 26 * 100 (135)
4 d. blue, imperforate, wmk. Swan upright, an unused example, marginal from top of sheet and 

 Gi = £ 325+. 26 var (*) 150 (205)

Gi = £ 325. 27 (*) 100 (135)

3538

3539

3540

3541

3542

1860/64, Recess in the colony from Perkins Bacon plates

3539

3542
3541

3540

3538
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

28 Proof (*) 2'500 (3'375)

Gi = £ 2'750. 28 (*) 750 (1'015)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA datestamp (June 10, 1860) in black below. A most unusual piece 
Gi = £ 250+. 29 5 150 (205)
4 d. deep blue, imperforate on three sides and rouletted 7½ to 14 at left, wmk. Swan upright, 

Gi = £ 5'500. 31 (*) 750 (1'015)

3543

3544

3545

3546

35463544

3545

3543
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

eight (4 x 2), marginal from upper right corner of the sheet, positions 7-10/17-20, of fresh 

 
Gi = £ 2'000+.

34 4(*) 750 (1'015)

Gi = £ 450. 40 * 150 (205)

but of excellent colour and appearance, some reinforcement, large part or unmounted og.  
A splendid and rare multiple Gi = £ 2'300+.

41 54*/** 750 (1'015)

Gi = £ 750.
43 * 220

Gi = £ 4'250.
46 (*) 850 (1'150)

3547

3548

3549

3550

3551

1861, Recess Perkins Bacon

355135503548

3549

3547
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

og. Gi = £ 900+. 49 4*/** 300

Gi = £ 450+. 50 4* 120 (160)

De La Rue Plate Proof for 1 d. value, imperforate in black on unwatermarked wove paper, 
52 Proof (*) 150 (205)

53 Proof 4* 250

Gi = £ 880. 53 4* 150 (205)

3552

3553

3554

3555

3556

1863/79, Recess De La Rue from Perkins Bacon plates (except for 3d.)

3556
3555

3554

3553

3552
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

De La Rue Plate Proof for 4 d. value, imperforate in pale carmine on unwatermarked wove 
56 Proof (*) 150 (205)

4 d. carmine and 6 d. violet, Crown CC upright, perf. 12½, used on 1865 mourning envelope 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA datestamp (Nov 25) below. London arrival cds (Jan 12, 1866) at 
56+ 57 6 150 (205)

De La Rue Plate Proof for 1 s. value, imperforate in bright green on unwatermarked wove 
61 (*) 200 (270)

3557

3558

3559

3559

3558

3557
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

61 spec * 100 (135)

Gi = £ 450. 62 * 150 (205)

68 500 (675)

Gi = £ 600+. 76 4*/** 150 (205)

3560

3561

3562

3563

3563

356235613560



223 Corinphila Auction · 31 May 2018 

 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

77+ 77 spec 4* 150 (205)

Gi = £ 225+. 78 4 150 (205)

Gi = £ 520+. 80 4* 150 (205)

3564

3565

3566

3566

3565

3564
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

small faults to envelopes but a scarce group. 80+ 77+ 75 6 100 (135)

from base of sheet, of vivid colour and somewhat dried large part or unmounted og. Margin 
Gi = £ 1'750+. 83 4*/** 400

Gi = £ 550. 85 * 150 (205)

colour, full unmounted og. Superb and rare. 87 Proof 4** 250

3567

3568

3569

3570

3570

3568

3569

ex 3567
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

 
A rare and most attractive large multiple Gi = £ 5'000+. 91a 4*/** 800 (1'080)

1885/1907, Later Issues

98 Proof 4** 200 (270)

3571

3572

3572

3571
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

 
Gi = £ 940+. 103/105 4* 180

unmounted og. Gi = £ 440+. 111a 4** 120 (160)

115 Proof (*) 200 (270)

UPU, applied to small pieces upon receipt from the UPU and each stamp struck with 115/117+ 
119/126 

spec 5(*) 220

3573

3574

3575

3576

3576

3575

3574

3573
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

paper, 76 x 79 mm., with WESTERN AUSTRALIA in mauve and INTERNAL REVENUE 
and frame and embellishments around frame all picked out in Chinese white, perforations 
in pencil, alongside four proposed value tablets for 1 d., 2 d., 3 d. and 6 d. at left, marked 

(*) 1'500 (2'025)

6 120 (160)

3577

3578

POSTAL FISCALS

3578

3577
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 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

1897 (April): Lithographed at the 

(*) 350

3579

3579
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3580

 Gibbons Start price
in CHF

Start price
ca. AU $ 

edges, cancelled in manuscript
5 750 (1'015)

3580


